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PROGRAM 
 

 
08:30 Registration  
 
09:00 Chairman’s Welcome  

Ambassador Alfred H. Moses, Chair of UN Watch 
 

OPENING SESSION 
Moderator: Harold Tanner, Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations 

 
Old Hatreds: Lessons from The Past  
Father Patrick Desbois, Vatican advisor, author of The Holocaust by Bullets—A Priest's 
Journey to Uncover the Truth Behind the Murder of 1.5 Million Jews 
 
New Hatreds: Fighting for the Future  
Denis MacShane, British MP, former UK Minister for Europe, author  

 
09:30 COMBATING RACISM, DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE  

Moderator: Sabine Simkhovitch, Vice-President, Swiss Federation of Jewish 
Communities  
 
KEYNOTE: Irwin Cotler, Canadian MP; former Justice Minister and Attorney 
General; human rights advocate  
 
Panel:  Philippe Val, Editor, Charlie Hebdo 

Dounia Ettaib, Vice-President, Italian Association of Moroccan Women  
Louis George Tin, Founder, International Day Against Homophobia  

 
11:00 VOICES FOR VICTIMS  

 
Panel:  Nazanin Afshin Jam, President, Stop Child Executions, member of 

Canadian Race Relations Foundation  
Ahmed Diraige, Head of National Redemption Front Alliance, former 
governor of Darfur  
Ester Mujawayo, Psychologist, survivor of the genocide in Rwanda  

 
12:00  DURBAN II: HUMAN RIGHTS AND ANTI-RACISM IN THE 21ST

 

CENTURY  
CLOSING SPEECH 
Bernard-Henri Levy, French philosopher, author, public intellectual 
 

12:30  Lunch 
 
 
 

http://us.macmillan.com/theholocaustbybullets


SPEAKERS 
 
NAZANIN AFSHIN-JAM is an international human rights activist and co-founder and President of 

the Stop Child Executions organization. She is also a singer/songwriter, actor, 
former Miss World Canada, and was recently appointed a director on the board 
of the Canadian Race Relations Foundation, through the office of the Prime 
Minister of Canada. Nazanin began to be a "voice for the voiceless" at a young 
age. In high school she founded a Global Issues club, received the top 
academic honour and became a pilot and achieved the highest rank in the 
Royal Canadian Air Cadets as Warrant Officer First Class. After a double major 

degree in International Relations and Political Science at UBC, Sciences Po in Paris and the ISC in 
the UK, she became an advocate with the Red Cross as a Global Youth Educator on the landmine 
crisis and children affected by war. In 2003, she won Miss Canada and became 1st runner up at Miss 
World giving her the platform she sought to raise awareness and funds for the Bam Earthquake, the 
2004 Tsunami, Fistula patients in Ethiopia, Variety the Children's Charity; youth advocacy to bridge 
the digital divide and a movement to stop bear bile farming in Asia. In 2006 Nazanin successfully ran 
a campaign to save the life of Nazanin Fatehi, a juvenile sentenced to death for stabbing her assailant 
in self defense. She then co-founded Stop Child Executions (www.stopchildexecutions.com) to put a 
permanent end to executions of juveniles. Later this year, Nazanin will be, playing the role of 
"Tahirih" in the feature film Mona's Dream, launching a report on juvenile executions in the UK 
Parliament via the Foreign Policy Center and continuing with her activism giving speeches at 
parliaments and conferences on human rights worldwide. 
 
PROFESSOR IRWIN COTLER is a Canadian Member of Parliament, former Minister of Justice and 

Attorney General, and one of the world’s preeminent human rights advocates. 
He is a professor of law at McGill University (on leave), and an international 
scholar and activist for human rights, combating genocide and the cause of anti-
racism.  He has defended numerous prisoners of conscience, including Nelson 
Mandela, Andrei Sakharov and Natan Sharansky. Professor Cotler has been 
awarded eight honorary doctorates and numerous medals and awards, including 
from the Montreal Bar Association for his contribution to the cause of justice. 

Professor Cotler was the first person to receive the Martin Luther King Humanitarian Award, as well 
as the Frederick Johnson award in recognition of his leadership in the battle against racism. 
  
FATHER PATRICK DESBOIS is secretary to the French Conference of Bishops for relations with 

Judaism, advisor to the Cardinal-Archbishop of Lyon and advisor to the Vatican 
on the Jewish religion. He serves as president of Yahad - In Unum. Grandson of 
a deportee to the Rawa Ruska camp, he has set out to investigate the mass 
murder of Eastern European Jews by the Nazis during the Second World War. 
He is the winner of the B'nai B'rith International Award for Outstanding 
Contribution to Relations with the Jewish People; the Jan Karski Prize from the 

American Jewish Committee; and the Prize of l’Amitié judéo-chrétienne de France. Father Desbois 
was also bestowed with the National Order of the Legion of Honor. He lives in Paris, France. 
 

AHMED DIRAIGE, was born in Zalingei, Darfur, in 1935. Son of a Tribal Chief, he inherited his 
father’s position at the early age of 11, when his father died. However, he 
continued with his education at Duem Rural Intermediate School and Hantoub 
Secondary School. He was then asked by the British Administration at the time to 
resign his position as tribal chief, if he wanted to continue with University 
Studies, which he did.  He Studied Arts at the University of Khartoum, where he 
obtained the B.A. degree in 1957, and then joined the civil service in the Ministry 

http://www.stopchildexecutions.com/


of Commerce, after which he transferred to the Ministry of Finance and Development (Department 
of Statistics). He was then sent to the United Kingdom for further studies in the University of 
Leicester, where he obtained a BA (Social Sciences) in Economics, then returned to serve in the 
Ministry of Planning. In 1964, he established the Darfur Development Front. 
 
He then became an Independent Member of Parliament, Minister of Labour and Cooperatives, and 
Leader of the Opposition. He left the country when Colonel Jaafar Nimeiri seized power in 1969. 
Between 1970 and 1975, he was advisor to the Sheikh of Umm Al Quwain in the Gulf Trucial States 
(Now United Arab Emirates “U.A.E”) and member of the Constitutional Committee which laid the 
groundwork for the establishment of the U.A.E. in 1971. He created his own private business in Abu 
Dhabi between 1975 and 1980, after which he returned to the Sudan and established the Middle East 
International Financing and Development Company.  He was 1980-83 Governor of Darfur, but went 
into self exile in 1983 when he disagreed with the policies of Nimeiri’s Government toward Darfur. 
He has since been campaigning for famine relief and conflict resolution in his country and in 1994, 
he formed, with colleagues, the Sudan Federal Democratic Alliance, of which he is Chairman. He 
was also a member of the National Democratic Alliance Leadership Council. 
 

Dounia Ettaib is president of DARI, the Association for Arab Women of Italy, whose mission is 
to help immigrant women integrate into Italian life. Ms. Ettaib is also a member of 
Confédération de la Communauté des Marocains d’Italie as well as a member of the 
Comité Scientifique de l’Agence pour le Développement du no profit dans le pays 
euro-méditerranéens ASVI. In 2007, she received the international Woman of the 
Year Prize in Switzerland for her tireless engagement in the promotion and 
protection of human rights. 

 
BERNARD-HENRI LÉVY is a French philosopher and one of the most esteemed and bestselling 

writers in Europe. Lévy is the author of over 30 books, including works of 
philosophy, fiction, and biography. American Vertigo: Traveling America in the 
Footsteps of Tocqueville was a New York Times bestseller (2006). His latest book, 
Left in Dark Times: A Stand Against the New Barbarism, was published in 2008. 
 
He gained renown for his documentary film about the Bosnian conflict, Bosna! 
After starting his career as a war reporter for Combat — the legendary 

newspaper founded by Albert Camus during the Nazi occupation of France — he covered the war 
between Pakistan and India over Bangladesh. Lévy is also the founder of the New Philosophers 
group. His 1977 book Barbarism with a Human Face launched an unprecedented controversy over the 
European left’s complicity with totalitarianism. Lévy’s cultural commentary, novels and journalism 
have continued to stir up such excitement that The Guardian noted he is ‘accorded the kind of 
adulation in France that most countries reserve for their rock stars.’ 
 
He has traveled to the world's most troubled areas. He followed the trail of Daniel Pearl in Pakistan 
to research his "investigative novel" Who Killed Daniel Pearl? His book War, Evil, and the End of History 
took him to the sites of what he calls the world's forgotten wars, from Colombia to Sri Lanka. His 
reportage and commentary from Israel during the 2006 Lebanon war appeared to wide acclaim, in 
among others, the New York Times Magazine. And after an extensive, clandestine visit to Darfur in 
2007, he reported on the ethnic cleansing and genocide there for Le Monde, and for the U.S. The 
New Republic. “Bernard-Henri Lévy does nothing that goes unnoticed. He is an intellectual 
adventurer who brings publicity to unfashionable political causes.” (The New York Times) 
 



DENIS MACSHANE is a British MP (Labour) for Rotherham, and was the Minister of State for 
Europe. He has established himself as one of the party's leading pro-Europeans. He 
served as a parliamentary private secretary to successive Foreign Office ministers 
throughout the 1997 Parliament, before joining their number himself after the 2001 
election. He was chair of a cross-party parliamentary committee looking into Anti-
Semitism in Britain, which reported in September 2006. He is an advisory board 
member of Just Journalism, an independent organization that aims to promote 
accurate and responsible reporting about Israel in the UK media. 
 

 
ESTHER MUJAWAYO is a sociologist and psychotherapist in a psychological center for refugees in 

Duesseldorf, Germany. She specializes in post-genocide psychic trauma. She was 
born in 1958 in Rwanda. She survived the genocide of 1994 during which almost all 
her family was destroyed, except for her three daughters, her two sisters, and a 
sister-in-law.  Esther Mujawayo is co-author, with Souad Belhaddad, of the book 
"SurVivantes". In the book, Esther recalls her life: from her birth on a Rwandan hill 
to her current life in Germany. She tries to recount the appalling wound of the 
genocide in order to overcome the terrible guilty feeling about: "Why did I 

survive?" In July 1994, she co-founded the association of widows of the Rwandan genocide, Avega-
Agahozo, which tries to help women survivors, in particular those who were raped and suffer today 
from HIV-AIDS. 
 
 
LOUIS GEORGE TIN, a writer and academic, created Homonormalités, a gay and lesbian student 

organization in 1997. In 2003, he published Dictionary of Homophobia, a collective 
work comprising 75 researchers from 15 different countries, and published in 
2003 by University Presses of France. As an extension to the Dictionary of 
Homophobia, he created the International Day Against Homophobia (IDAHO). 
IDAHO is a day specifically set aside every year to combat the global scourge of 
Homophobia in its many forms, now celebrated on May 17 in countries 

worldwide.  
 
 
PHILIPPE VAL is publisher and editor of Charlie Hebdo, a satirical weekly in Paris. He was one of the 

few journalists willing to publish the Danish caricatures of Mohamed. He denounced 
the danger of the radical Islamsist ideology, as the “new totalitarianism”, and he won 
the lawsuit that French Islamic organizations started against him.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rotherham_(UK_Parliament_constituency)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minister_of_State_for_Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minister_of_State_for_Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Semitism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Semitism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Just_Journalism


COALITION MEMBERS 
 

 

The Australia/Israel & Jewish Affairs Council (AIJAC) is the premier independent public affairs 
organization for the Australian Jewish community. Through research, commentary, analysis and 
advocacy, AIJAC promotes the interests of the Australian Jewish community to government, 
politicians, media and other community groups and organizations. It has professionals dedicated to 
analyses of racism, antisemitism, trends in interfaith and inter-ethnic relations, developments in the 
Middle East and in Asia and Australia. 

 

American Jewish Committee (AJC), established in 1906 is an organization whose mission is to; 
combat anti Semitism and all forms of bigotry, promote pluralism and shared democratic values, 
support Israel’s quest for peace and security, advocate for energy and independence, and to 
strengthen Jewish life. AJC has 8 overseas offices and 28 global partnerships in addition to their New 
York headquarters and office of Government and International Affairs in Washington 

 

B’nai B’rith Europe 

The world’s largest Jewish Human Rights community and humanitarian organization, B’nai B’rith 
Europe is represented through its members in 29 countries throughout Europe. Its main goals are to 
defend human rights and fight against antisemitism, racism and xenophobia as well as to defend the 
State of Israel, to provide humanitarian relief for the needy in Eastern Europe and in Israel, to 
develop Jewish identity, culture and heritage, and to encourage and train young adults for Leadership 
in the Jewish Community. 
 

 

B'nai B'rith International is the oldest and most widely known Jewish humanitarian, advocacy and 
social action organization. Founded in 1843, and present in over 50 countries, BBI fights 
antisemitism and anti-Israel bias, helps communities in crisis and those in need of disaster relief, 
provides subsidized housing for seniors on a non-sectarian basis; and promotes tolerance, human 
rights and Jewish identity through educational and cultural initiatives. Distinguished by a dedicated 
Office of United Nations Affairs, whose lay chairman is Ambassador Joseph E. Harari, B'nai B'rith 
has been active and accredited at the U.N. since the world body's founding, with representation at 
U.N. institutions in New York, Geneva, Paris, Vienna and Santiago. 
 
 



 

The Canadian Ethnocultural Council (CEC) is a non-profit, non-partisan coalition of national 
ethno-cultural organizations dedicated to working together for the purpose of furthering the 
understanding of the multiracial reality of Canada, thus ensuring equality of opportunity, rights and 
dignity for all Canadians. 

 

 

The Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC) is a national advocacy organization that represents and 
defends the interests of the CANADIAN Jewish community. The CJC works to foster a Canada 
where Jews, as part of the multicultural fabric of this country, live in and contribute to an 
environment of opportunity and mutual respect. 

 The Center for Research-Action on Race Relations (CRARR) is a Montreal-based, 
independent, non-profit civil rights organization whose mandate is to promote racial harmony and 
equality in Canada. Considered as one of the leading non-profit race relations organizations in 
Canada, CRARR conducts research, training and public education activities and provides support to 
victims of racial and other discrimination in  employment, policing, education and social programs. 
 

 

 
For more then half a century, the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations has played a key role in American and world Jewish history. From mass public events 
to private diplomacy, the Conference has been in the forefront of mobilizing support for Israel, 
against terrorism, in defense of endangered Jewish communities, and educating the public in times of 
war and conflict, and in the pursuit of peace. Today, the Conference of Presidents remains American 
Jewry’s recognized address for consensus policy, collective action, and maximizing the resources of 
the American Jewish community. When events in the U.S., Israel and elsewhere affect the American 
Jewish community, the Conference of Presidents takes the lead to explain and analyze issues, provide 
a link between American Jewry and the U.S. government as well as world leaders, and marshal a 
coordinated community response. 



 

 

Le Conseil Représentatif des Associations Noires is the Representative council of Black 

Associations of France. They are the umbrella of 60 organisations. It aims at fighting against 

discriminations and anti-black racism, as well as to value both the wealth and the diversity of afro-

West-Indian cultures. 

  
Chaired by M. Richard Prasquier since Mai 2007, the Conseil Représentatif des Institutions Juifs 
de France is the political representative of Jewish institutions in France. In this capacity, the CRIF 
speaks generally to the diverse media. Its mission is to fight against all forms of anti-Semitism, 
racism, and intolerance. With its commitment to stand in solidarity with Israel, the CRIF supports a 
peaceful solution to the conflict in the Middle East as well as the preservation of the memory of the 
Shoah, so that future generations will never forget the Jewish victims of Nazi barbarity. 

 

 
Darfur Peace & Development Organization (DPDO) is a non-profit, non-governmental 
organization dedicated to a peaceful Darfur that is justly governed and developed in a sustainable 
manner. The mission of DPDO is to provide humanitarian relief to victims of the genocide in 
Darfur, to facilitate just governance, and to enable Darfurians to effectively rebuild and develop their 
homeland.  

 

 
The European Union of Jewish Students is an umbrella organization for 34 national Jewish 
student unions in Europe and the FSU, representing over 200,000 Jewish students.  Cognizant of the 
religious, linguistic and cultural diversity that make up the European Jewish community, EUJS strives 
to present a variety of perspectives through its leadership training programs, educational seminars 
and international conferences 

 



Grand Orient de France  
Freemasonry, which is essentially a philanthropic, philosophical and progressive institution, aims to 
search for the truth, study ethics and practice mutual support. It works for the material and moral 
improvement of humanity, towards intellectual and social perfection. 

 

 

Founded in 1912, Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of America is the largest 
volunteer women’s organization in America. Dedicated to Jewish, Zionist and American ideals, 
Hadassah seeks to enhance the quality of American and Jewish life through its education and Zionist 
youth programs, and promotion of health awareness 

 

 

  
Ligue International Contre le Racisme et l’Antisémitisme (LICRA)- Section Genève, What 
began as the League Against Programs, a movement created in 1927 by individuals such as Bernard 
Lecache, Leon Blum, Edouard Herriot, Albert Einstein, Joseph Kessel, and Roman Rolland to warn 
the international community of the crimes being perpetrated against the Jewish people in central 
Europe, developed into the Ligue International Contre le Racism et l’Antisémitisme. In 1971The 
Geneva division was created with a mission to provide legal council and to denounce racism and 
anti-Semitism within the boundaries of law.   

 

 
 

InfoMedio is a non-profit entity, politically and governmentally independent that seeks to provide, 
through an electronic medium of communication, a space for analyses on current international 
events, with a focus on issues relating to the promotion of democracy, security and respect for 
human rights, as well as economic, social cultural rights. Infomedio also participate, organize and 
promote with the participation of members of its outstanding Board of Advisers in various social 
events (conferences, interviews, etc) that seek the goal of promoting all the stated issues. 

 



  

Established in 1912, the International Council of Jewish Women (ICJW) represents 52 women’s 
organizations in 47 countries around the world working for social justice and welfare for all races and 
creeds. ICJW provides a voice and a platform for the issues that concern Jewish women around the 
world.  

 

The International Day Against Homophobia (IDAHO) is an initiative launched by Louis-
Georges Tin in 2005. The Day is celebrated on May 17 each year, in more than 50 countries in the 
world through lectures, exhibitions, street actions, etc. The IDAHO Committee fights against all 
violence related to sexual orientation or to gender identity and works within  the United Nations for 
a universal decriminalization of homosexuality. 

 

 

 

SOS Rassismus Deutschschweiz is an information and monitoring centre for victims of racial 
discrimination, which seeks to eliminate racism and discrimination against Africans in the German 
part of Switzerland 

 
The Swiss Federation of Jewish Communities promotes and defends the interests of Swiss Jews 
towards federal authorities, churches and Swiss institutions, media and international Jewish 
organization. Its goals are to represent the Jewish viewpoint in political and social matters of 
concern, to improve the understanding within the population of Jews and Judaism, to combat anti-
Semitism and racism, strengthen the Jewish identity and to support aid and welfare activities. 
 

http://www.icjw.org/ShowItem.asp?Itemid=affiliates&title=Affiliates
http://www.icjw.org/ShowItem.asp?Itemid=affiliates&title=Affiliates


 
 
UN Watch is a non-governmental organization that monitors the United Nations according to the 
principles of its charter and promotes human rights for all. Headquartered in Geneva, UN Watch is a 
leading advocate for UN reform, and speaks out for victims around the world, supporting the rights 
of women, protecting freedom of speech and freedom of religion, and combating racism and anti-
Semitism. UN Watch testifies before UN bodies on behalf of broad NGO coalitions. UN Watch is 
regularly quoted by major media organizations, including The Economist, The New York Times and Le 
Monde, and has featured on CNN, BBC, and Al Jazeera. UN Watch was founded in 1993 by the late 
civil rights leader Morris B. Abram, and is affiliated with the American Jewish Committee. Chaired by 
Ambassador Alfred H. Moses, UN Watch holds NGO accreditation to ECOSOC and UNDPI.  
 

 
The French Union of Jewish Students was created in 1946 to help reintegrate young Jews into 
society who were returning from concentration camps, while recovering notably their rights as 
students. Today, the French Union of Jewish Students remains faithful to its original mission and 
asserts itself with great force. With more than 15000 students, UEJF is known as a major antiracist 
organization, a strong supporter to peace in middle-east, and an important student union. 
 

 
L'Union des Patrons et Professionnels Juifs de France which was created in 1997, now has 1200 
members and is a great force within French Society. The objectives of the UPJF are to become a 
political force communicating with both governmental authorities and civil society on topics such as: 
The fight against anti-Semitism, defending the image of Israel in France, economic issues affecting 
entrepreneurs, the fight against misinformation by organizing campaigns, conferences and 
roundtables, and to promote the development of economic relations between Israeli and French 
Small and medium businesses. 

 

The World Students Christian Federation is a global community of Student Christian Movements 
committed to dialogue, ecumenism, social justice and peace. Their mission is to empower students in 
critical thinking and constructive transformation of our world theological reflection, study and 
analysis of social and cultural processes across boundaries of culture, gender and ethnicity. 

 

The World Union of Jewish Students (WUJS) is a non-profit, grassroots body acting as the 
umbrella organization of independent Jewish Student unions worldwide. The mission of the WUJS is 
to foster the unity of Jewish students worldwide and to strive to ensure their participation in the 
fulfillment of the aspirations of the Jewish people, its continuity, and the development of its religious, 
spiritual, cultural and social heritage. 
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