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GADDAFI FUNDS PEACE PRIZE 
 
 
By BRUCE PALLING 

 
 

UNTIL NOW, the main international peace prize has been funded by a company which 
manufactures explosives for weapons. If we can believe reports from Geneva, the next 
big award in this field will be sponsored by a regime which specialises in giving them 
away. 
 
According to Jean Ziegler, the socialist MP who is Switzerland's answer to the late 
Abbie Hoffman, the dollars 250,000 (pounds 146,000) prize will bear the name of 
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, who has provided a dollars 10m fund for it. The selection 
committee, which comprises various European and African intellectuals, has awarded the 
first prize to Nelson Mandela. Mr Ziegler said the award was designed to be the 'Anti-
Nobel Prize of the Third World'.  
 
The Swiss gadfly is the perfect person to represent such a foundation, as he has long been 
a professional Third Worlder. In the 1960s, he was a keen Fanonist ('Arise, ye black 
slaves of the earth!') and subsequently supported most Third World rulers, providing they 
profess to be revolutionary Marxists. 


