Situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic
The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenants on Human Rights and other relevant human rights instruments,
(A/HRC/S-11/1)

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the United Nations as contained in Articles 1 and

2 of the Charter, including the principle of non-interference in matters that are essentially within
the domestic jurisdiction of States, (A/HRC/S-11/1)

Recalling Council resolutions 5/1 and 5/2 on institution-building of the Human Rights
Council, (A/HRC/S-11/1)

Reaffirming that UN member states have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation with

the United Nations, the promotlon of unlversal respect for and observance of human rlghts and

Declaration on Human Rights, pp6 & UN Charter 13)

Reaffirming that al-States-have-an-obligationtepreteet everyone has the rights to life, liberty and
security of persons within their territory, (UDHR Article 3)

Reaffirming the respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of the
Svrian Arab Republic and its sovereign rights to protect its citizens, (A/HRC/S-11/1)

Reecalling—that; Welcoming the decision of the government of the Syrian Arab Republic to lift

the state of emergency, -in accordance with Artlcle 4 of the Intcrnatlonal Covenant on C1V11 and Political
nghts he-righ ; o o -

Recalling that in accordance with article 25 of the ICCPR, every citizen shall have the right
and the opportunity to take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely chosen
representatives. (ICCPR, Article 25)

Stressing that necessary and proper actions should be taken by authorities in the interests of
national security or public safety, public order, the protection of public health or morals or the

protection of the rights and freedoms of others.(ICCPR Article 21)




Reaffirming that all UN member states shall refrain in their international relations from the

threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in
any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations. (UN Charter, Article 2)

1- Expresses its deep regret for the loss of lives and the destruction of property and incidents of
violence in the context of the recent events in the Syrian Arab Republic.

2- Reaffirms the responsibility of the Syrian Arab Republic in accordance with its obligations in

International Human Rights Law to respect and protect the human rights of all people within its territory .

3- Reiterates that the exercise of the freedom of expression carries with it special duties and
responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions (ICCPR Art 19)

4- Urges all member states to follow the Purposes and Principles of the UN Charter and
relevant norms of international law and respect sovereignty, independence, and territorial integrity

of any state.

5- Recognizes that the promotion and protection of human rights should be based on the principle
of cooperation and genuine dialogue and aimed at strengthening the capacity of Member States to comply
with their human rights obligations for the benefit of all human beings, (A/HRC/ S-11/1)

. 6- Reaffirms that in accordance with article 30 of the UDHR, the exercise of the freedom of

assembly or expression by any State, group or person must not destroy or violate other human rights
and fundamental freedoms.

7- Welcomes the positive measures taken by the authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic to
ensure the protests being conducted in a peaceful way, without affecting public order, personal




safety and property security, and to quickly restore social stability and protect the human rights of
all their people.

8-. Welcomes the efforts of the Syrian Arab Republic to deal with the legitimate demands of
the protesters in accordance with domestic law.

3.9 A-}Sﬂ—&ﬁ‘eﬁg-ly—ea%&s'—upeﬂWelcomes Zhe decision of the Syrlan Government to 1mmedlately
release all prisen e 3

the latest events and who have not commltted any crimes. (EU Council Conclusions on Syria and

Bahrain, 22 March 2011)

10- Welcomes all the reform steps undertaken so far by the Syrian Arab Republic to meet

legitimate demands for reform, and encourages it to continue the national dialogue to continue to respond
to those demands.

5— 12 A-}se—wgesEncoumge the Syrlan authorltles to contmue to allow preteet—preserve—and-
Hita s § h o access to the Internet and

on the authorities of the Syrian Arab Republic to investigate all alleged crimes and human rights
violations committed during the protests, in particular those that lead to the deaths and injuries-ef

protestors and to establish the facts and circumstances of such violations and of the crimes

perpetrated and., where possible, to identify those responsible, to make recommendations, in

particular, on accountability measures, all with a view to ensuring that those individuals

responsible are held accountable(OP9 andEU Council conclusions on Syria, 12 April 2011), and

recognizes in this context the decision of the Syrian Arab Republic to establish an independent, impartial
and transparent national enquiries commission to investigate all crimes committed during the past few

weeks the Syrian Arab Republic.




H12 Encourages relevant t-hem&&e spemal-procedures mandate holders. w1thm their respectwe
mandates to pay-pe : o P o o

1213. Encourages the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to earryout-a—ecountry
visit to the Syrian Arab Repubhc upon 1ece1v1ng an invitation from the authorities, and-urges-the-Syrian




