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| “Human nghts Council - : T N : 20 March 2014
25th session ‘ ' o .

RESOLUTION

‘Torture and other cruel, mhuman or degradmg treatment or pumshment' Mandate of the
- Specral Rapporteur

The Human Rzghts Counc:l

Reaﬁ“ irming that no one shall be subjected to torture or other eruel mhuman or degradmg
treatment or pumshment - s - ; - -

Recallmg that freedom from torture and other cruel mhuman or degradmg treatment or
punlshment isa non-derogable right under international law that must be respected and proteeted'
" under all crrcumstances, including in times of international and irternal armed conflict or internal
disturbance or any othér public emergency; that the absolute prohibition of torture and- othicr cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment is affirmed i in the relevant international 1nstruments,
and that legal and procedural. safeguards agamst such acts must not be subaect to. measures that
would elrcumvent ﬂ'llS rlght : :

Recallmg also that the prohlbltlon of torture is a peremptory norm of 1ntemat10nal law, and
that mternatlonal reglonal and domestic courts have recognized the prohrbltron of cruel 1nhuman or
degradmg treatment or pumshment to be customary mternatlonal law o :

Recogmzmg the 1mportance of the work of the Special Rapporteur in the preventlon and fight'
agamst torture and other cruel 1nhuman or degradmg treatment or pumshment o '

' Appreczatmg the overall dedlca‘uon of the Spec1al Rapporteur in fulﬁllmg ihe mandate

N Recallmg Human Rights Cotincils resolut1ons 5/1, on 1nst1tut1on-bu11dmg of the Council, and
. 5/2, on the code of conduct for speeral procedures mandate holders of the Council, of 18 June 2007, _

- and stressinig that the. mandate holder shall dlscharge h1s or her dutles in aeeordanee Wlﬂl those
tésolutions and the annexes thereto ' --

Recallmg also all relevant resolutmns of the General Assembly, the Economlc and Somal
Council, the Human nghts Council and the Commlsswn on Human Rrghts

I. Deczdes to extend the mandate of the Spemal Rapporteur on tortire and other cruel,
'mhuman or degradlng treatment or pumshment for a further petiod of three years

_ (a) To seek; receive, examine and act on information from Governments 1ntergover1nnental
and civil society organizations, ‘individuals and groups of individuals 1egard1ng issues and alleged
‘cases concernmg torture or other eruel 1nhuman or degradmg treatment or pumshment '

, () To conduct country visits with the consent or at the invitation of Governments and to
enhance further the dialogne with Governments, as well as to follow up on reeommendanons made
in repo1ts after vrslts to their countrles :

(c) To study, ina eomprehensrve manner, {r ends developments and challenges in relation to
combatmg and preventmg torture and other cruel, inhuman or degradlng treatment or punishment,




and to make recommendations and observatrons concernmg approprrate measures to prevent and
eradrcate such practices; _

(d) To 1dent1fy, exchange and promote Best practices on’ measures to prevent, pumsh and
eradrcate tortute and other cruel, inhuman or de gradlng treatment or punishment; : '

(e) To 1ntegrate a gender perspectWe and a vrctnn centered approach throughout the work of
his or her mandate : B - : .

: (N To contlnue to cooperate with the (,ornrmttee against Torture ‘the Subcommittee for the .
Prevention of Torture and relevant United Nations mechanisms and bodiés and, as appropnate
regional . orgamzatrons and ‘mechanisms, - national human rights institutions, national preventive
rnechanlsrns and civil society, including non—governmental organizations, as well as to contribute to
the promotron of strengthened cooperatron among the above mentloned actors; '’

(g) To report on all of hrs or her actmtres observat1ons conclusrons and recommendatrons,
to the Human Rights Council, in accordance with its programme of work, and annually on the_
overall trends, -developments with regard to his or her mandate to the General Assembly, Wlth a
vrew to maxrrmzmg benefits of the reporttng process, ' ‘ '

2 Uf”ges Sz‘ates

(a) To fully cooperate wrth and ass1st the Specral Rapporteur in the performance of h1s ot her
task to supply all necessaty information requested by him or her and to fully and expedltrously
respond to his or her urgent appéals, and urges those Governments that have not yet responded to
_ commumcatlons transmitted to them by the Special Rapporteur to answer without further del ay; s

_ (b) tor respond favorably to the Specral Rapporteur S requests ta VlSlt thelr countr1es and to

" enter into a constructive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on requested visits to their countries, -
noting pending requests and concerns expressed by the Specral Rapporteur regardrng last minute

postponements, - : : '

(c) ‘To ensure, as an 1rnportant element in preventlng and combatmg torture and other cruel .
‘inhuman and degrading treatment or pumshment that no authorlty or official orders, applies,
permrts ot tolerates any sanction; reprlsal tntrmldatton or other prejudrce agamst any person group
or association, including ‘persons deprived of their lrberty, for contacting, seeking to contact or
having been in contact with the Special Rapporteur or any other international or national monitoring
or' preventive body active in the preventron and combat of torture and other cruel inhuman or’
degrading treatment or punrshment :

(d) To ensure proper follow-up to the recommendatrons and conclusrons of the Specral_
Rapporteur - : :

(e) To adopt a vrctlm centered and gendel sens1t1ve approach in the fight agamst torture and
other cruel, inhuman- or degrading treatment or pumshment paying special attention to gender
based  violence that constitutes torture or other cruel 1nhuman or- degrading treatment or
pumshment * - :

(f) To ensure appropriate. foIlow—up to conclusmns, recommendations, requests for further
information and views on individual communications of the relevant treaty bodies, including the
Committee against Torture and the Subcommittee on the P1 even‘uon of Torture, .

(g) To become partles fo the Conventron agamst Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or
Degradrng Treatment or Punrshment as-a rnatter of prlorlty, and to consider s1gn1ng and ratifying




[}

‘the Optional Protocol thereto and to deqignating or establishing independent and effective national
preventive mechanisms for the prevention of torture and other cruel, mhuman or degrading
treatment or pumshrnent ma timely mannet;

(h) To consider providing adequate support to the UN Volurrtary Fund for Victims of Torture
and the Special Fund of the Optronal Protocol to the UN Convention against Torture;

3. Takes note with appreczatzon of the report of the Spec1a1 Rapporteur (A/HRC/ZS/GO)

4, Requesrs the Secretary -General’ to ensure, Wrthm the overall budgetary framework of the
~ United Nations, the provision of an adequate and stable level of staffing and the necessary facilities -
'~ and resoutces for the Special Rapporteur, bearing in mind the strong support expressed by Mernber
- States for preventmg and combating torture and assisting vretrms of torture;

5. Decides 1o continue to consider thls rnatter in oonforrmty with 1ts annual programme of
work - :




