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Human rights sntuatlons that require the Council’s attention

26/,..Si't1:ati011: of human rights in Eritrea

The Human Rights Couneil,

Giided By the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenanis on Human R[ghts and other relovarit international
" human rights instruments,

Recalling resclution 91 and - decistons 250f2002 and 275/2003 of the Afiican
- Comhigsion on Human and Peoples’ nghts,

Recalling also Human nghts Couneil resolution 5/ I, on ll]Stltthl()]l-bulld]ng of the.
Council, and 5/2, en the, code of conduct for special procedures mandate holders of t]ll..
Counoll, of 18 Juno 2007, and stressing that the mandate holder shall discharge his or her
duties in accordance with those resolutions and the annexes thereto,

Recalling further Huymsn Rights Counoil resolutions 20/20 yad 2321,

Emphasizing that everyone has the right to take paft in the government of his or her
countty, directly or through freely chosen representatives, and expressing prave concera
that national elections in Etitrea have not taken place since 1993, :

‘Reiterating ity deep concern af the ongoing reports of. grave violations of human
rights by the Eritrean authorities against thetr own population and fellow: citizens, Inchuding
violation of civil and political rights, as well as econotnie, soclal and cultural rights, and the
alarming number of civilians flecing Briirea as a result of those violations,

Noting with grave concern the Govetnment’s contiued use of arbifrary arrest and’
detention, including incommunicado detention and under life-thieatoning conditions, of
persons for suspected of evasion of national service, attempting-to flee the comntry, or
having a family member who has fled, inability to produce identity documents, being
Journalist, exercising the right to fivedom of religion, being perceived as critical of the
government, -and of those who return to the country, as well as ‘thoso detained In the
aftermath of 21 January 2013 {akeover of the Ministry of Information buitding,
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members;

Expressing grave concern also at the widespread use of indefinite conseription into
national servies, a system that constliutes forced labour, and the teported forced
conseription of children under the age of 18 into military service, and regrefting that the
fear and experionce of a tengthy natlonal service Incites many Eritreans to 1eave the country

in large nutubets, -

Expre.s'.s'mg grave concern about reports that the Gnvemment of Britrea is also

: foromg persans to participate i in its citizen militia,

" Reqffirming that everyons has the right to leaye any country, including his or her
own, and to return to his or her couiry,

Noting the partlclpatlon of Britrea in the second cycle of the universal permdm
review, while regretting the lack of implementation by Eritrea of recommendatlons recefved
durmg the first review,

Noting also the efforts of Eritren to achieve the Mlllenmum Development Goals, and
to promofe gender equality and progress on eliminating and reducing female genital
mutilation, while stressing that sustainable social changes are linked with the establlshment
of & conidusive political and legal environment,

Recallmg. also the obhgations -of Etitrea under-the Afiican Charter on Fuman and
Peoples’ Rights and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child,

Expressing continued concern at the fallure of the Govetnment df Britrea to
cooperate with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Entrea including
its refusal to allow the Special Rapporteur 10 visit the countty,

L. Welpomes the second report of the Special- Rapporteur on the. situation of
human rights in Britrea, and its foous on indefinite national serviee constituting folced
labom and arbitrary arrest and detention; :

2. Strongly condemns:

- (a) The continued widespread and systematic violations of human r.ighté and
fundamental freedoms commitied by the Eritrean authorities, including cases of arbitrary

-and extrajudicial executions, enforced disappearances, the use of torfure, arbitrary and -

incommunicado detentiori withput recourse o justice, and detention in inhwmané and
degradiug vondifions; .

(b) The severe restrictions on ﬁecdom of opinion and expression, ﬂ*eedom of
mformemon, freedom of thought, consciedce and feligion, and freedom of peaceful
assombly and ‘association, including the detention of Journalists, human rights defendets,
political actors, religlous leadets and practitioners in Fritreq;

fc)  The foroed conscription of citizens for indefinite periods of national servics,
a systerm that amounts to forced labour, the compulsory practice of all children undettaking
the final year of gohooling in & military training camp as well as the intimidation and
detention of those suspected of evading nauonal service in Erifrea and their family

(d) The forced partlmpauon of eitlzens in the militia, and the detention of those -
suspeatﬂ-d of not par Llclpaimg in the militia;

(e) The severs restrictions o freedom of movement, including, but not lmited
10, the arbitrary detention of people f:aught attemptmg to ﬂec the cmmﬁ‘y of-sudpected of an
imtentlon to do so;

(I) The violations of the rights of the child, including but not limited to repotted

- forced mi ilitary conseription of ohildren;
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(g) The widespread use of torture emd other cruel, inkuman or degrading

treatment or punishment and the use of places of detention that falf far short of international
standards, Including underground cells and metal shipping contalnets;

{(h)  ‘The shoof-to-kill-practice employed on the bordsrs of Erifrea to stop Eritrean
sitlzens secking to fles their country; .

(i)  Any viclation by the Government of Eritrea of its internatnonal human rights
obligations in connectlon with the colleotion of taxes outside Eritrea from its nationals; -

i The' lack of gooperation with international and regional human rights.
mechamsms by Eritrea;

3. - Reilerates s call upon the Government of Britres, without delay:

(w) _Toend its use of arbitrary delention of its eitizens, and to end the use of

torture ot other cruel, inhumane and degrading treattnent or punishment;

vy To account for and releage all political prisoners, including mernbers of the
“G-15” and journalists;

{0} To account for those detalned in the aﬂermath of 21 January 2013 takeover of the _
Minlstry of Information building and release them or ensure they go thmugh a free and fair

irigl with full respeet for due process;

(d)  To ensure free and fair access to an independent judicial gystem for thosa
detamed and fo improve prison conditions, including by prohibiting the use of un{lerground

cells and shipping containers to hold prisoners, ending the use of secret detention contres

and secret courts and the prastice of incommunicado detention, and allowing regolar access
to prisoners for relatives, legal advocates, medical care and other competent and legally
authotized authorities and institutions;

(e} To put an end to the system of ihdefinite national service by demobilizing the
nationa! setvice consctipts who have completed their mandatory 18 mouths of service, and
by effectively ending the practice of engaging them in forced labour affer such period, to
provide for consclentious objection. to military service, and to end the compulsory practice
ofalt chlldren 11ndertakiug the final year of sehooling in a military training camp;

(fy . To end the practice of forelng citlzens to participate in the m1]1tia,

{g) To promptly investlgate allegations of extrajudicial killings, torture, rape and
sexual abuse within the national servma, and bring perpetratots to justice;

(h)  To allow human rights and hutanitarian organizations to operate in Eritrea
without fear or Intimidation and to faeilitate the full implementation of the Strategic

Partmership Cooperation Framework for 20132016 31g11cd by the Govemmant of Ermea T

and the United Nationis on 28 Jannary 2013;

(i)  To respect everyone’s right to freedom of expression and to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion or belief, and the rights to fieedom of peaceful assemb]y
and of assoetation; ' .

. () To enhance the promotion and protection of women’s rights, i1icluding by
teking further measures to combat harmful practioes, such as child, early and forced
marriage and female genital muiilation;

(k) - To implement the tecommendations made doring s second universal

periodio review, to repott on progress made and to fully cooperate with thc Human Rights -

Counell and the uniwrsal periodio revigw during its thied cyclc
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(l3-+ To end “guilt-by-association™ policies that target family members of these

‘who evade mational service or seek to flee Eritrea;

{m) To coaperate fully with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner

. for Human Rights, in accordance with its international human rights obligations, by, inter

- alia, allowing unhindered access to a further mission by the Office as requosted by the High

Commissionet, the human rights treaty bodies, all mechanisms of the. Human Rights

. Council and to cooperate with all intérnational apd regional human rights mechanisms;

(n) To provide the Office of the High Commissioner with all relevant
information on the identity, safety, well-being and whereabouts of all detained persons and
persons missing in action, inchiding members of the G-15, journalists, those detained in-tha
aftermath of January 21 2013 takeover of the Ministry of Infmmatson building, and 19
Diiboutian combatants;

(@), To {mplement fully the CGnHtltthiOl‘l of Eritrea adopted in 1997, and govern
in accordance with the principles of the rule of law;

"4, Urges Eritren to make available mformation pertalning to Djiboutian
sombatants missing fn action since the clashes of 10 to 12 June 2008 so that those
concerned may agcertain the presence and gondition of Djiboutian prisoners of var;

5, ' Desides 1o extend the mandato of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
Twrman rights in Eritrea for a period of one year, and requests her to present a report t to the
Human Rights Council at its twenty-ninth session and to address and engage in an

. interactive dialogue with the General Assembly at its sixty-ninth session;

6. Invites the High Commissioner to report to the Human Rights Council about

‘the progress in cooperation with the Office of the Umtad Nations High Commmsmner for

Human Rights;

7. Also decides to establish, for & perfod of one year, 4 commissmn of-inquiry
comprising three members; one of whom should be the Special Rapporteur, with the otler
two members appointed by the President of the Human Ri ehts Councrl

5. Further decides that the commissien of inquity will mvestigate all alleged

. violations of human rlghts in Etitren, as outlined in the reports of the Spectal Rapporteur:.

.9 Culls upon the Government of Eritrea to cooperate fully with the. Special -
Rapponeur and the commission of ibyuiry, to permit them and thelr staff wotestricted.
aceess to visit the country, to give due consideration to the recommendations contained i in
her reports and fo provide them the inforination necessary for the fulfilment of their
mandates, and undeslines the 1mportanoe for all States to lend their support to the bpecml
Rappoiteur and the commissjon of inquiry for the discharge of thelr mandates;

10. I_frges the infernational mmmunity to cooperate fuily with the Special
Rapporteur and the gommission of ingiiry;

11.  Further urges the international commuy [ty to str énglhen elforts-to ensure the
protection of those fleeing from - Eritrea, in particular the incteasing, number of
unaccemp'imed children;

12, quuesis the Sectelary-General to provide the Speclal Rappoﬂeur and the
comutission of inquiry with all ‘information and the tesources necessary fo fulfil the
mandate;

13. Requests the commlssmn of i mquuy fo' present an oral- update to the Human

_ nghts Couneil at its twenty-seventh sessfon and to the Genetal Assamb]y at its sixty-ninth

sessmn and a wrilten report to the Coune:l at its twenty-eighth sessicn;
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14, Deoides to transmit all teporis of the conimission of Inquiry to all relevant
bodies of the United Nations and {o the Secretary-Goneral for appropriato action;

15, Decides to remain séized of the mattet,




