MacKillop, Ken -LCM

From: Sweet, Jocelyn -LCBR
Sent: November-16-16 3:09 PM
To: Bélanger, Louis -MINE; Boutin, Bernard -MINE; Milon, Russell -MINE; MacKillop, Ken -

LCM; Mojsej, Charles -LCD; Théoret, Jacqueline -LCA; Flannery, Lorraine -LCB;
O'Shaughnessy, Michael -LCBR; Samaan, Valérie -LCAS; Séguin, Jessica -LCBR; Doire,
Nicolas -LCBE; Davidson, Eric -LCBE; Asselin, Alexandre -LDS; Racicot, Kristine -LCB;
Galligan, Gregory -LCF; Ospina, Laura -LCFA

Subject: ADDENDUM: Sit rep - MINE announcement of UNRWA funding

Attachments: Nov 16 Statement MINE FINAL PODIUM.DOCX; NR+BG Bibeau-New funding
Palestinian refugees-fra-rtp.docx; NR+BG Bibeau-New funding Palestinian refugees-
eng-rtp.docx

Categories: Action

Further to last:

Please kindly note that today’s subj announcment has been publicly recognized by the U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon https://twitter.com/UN _Spokesperson/status/798965931401740289%lang=en and the U.S. Secretary of State John

Kerry https:/twitter.com/StateDept/status/7989675106535055362lang=en . I

ojsej, Charles -LCD;
, Valérie -LCAS; Séguin,

From: Sweet, Jocelyn -LCBR

Sent: November-16-16 2:41 PM
To: Bélanger, Louis -MINE; Boutin, Bernard -MINE; Milon, Russell -MINE; Ma
Théoret, Jacqueline -LCA; Flannery, Lorraine -LCB; O'Shaughnessy, Michael -L
Jessica -LCBR; Daire, Nicolas -LCBE; Davidson, Eric -LCBE; Jean, Austin -L'
Subject: Sit rep - MINE announcement of UNRWA funding

Good day all,

Full sit-rep below. Transcript and any resulting coverage to follow. Thank you.

Media Avail Report

Spokesperson: The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of International Development and La Francophonie
Date/Time: November 16, 2016, 12:30-13:00

Location: Charles Lynch Room, Centre Block, Parliament

Topic/Issue: Minister Bibeau to make important funding announcement for refugees in Middle East

Overview

s Minister Bibeau delivered remarks per the attached statement, announcing a total of $25M/1 year in funding
for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees.
e MINE focused on the need to fund children’s education as a stabilizing tool, and on the demands on the refugee
support infrastructure in the Middle East as a result of the crisis in Syria.
Q&A (summary - not verbatim)

Isabelle Hachey/La Presse:

AD458484_4-000004



Q. What will these funds actually be used for?
A. Education and health care

Q. How can we be assured/are you concerned that these funds will reach Hamas?
A. There are many safeguards in place for governance and oversight.

Daniel Leblanc/Globe and Mail:

Q. What is the timeline for the distribution of the funds? Will it be dist’d over a number of years?
A. Funding will be distributed ASAP, and all within the current fiscal year. We ae confident the money will be used well.

Q. Is Canada looking at a supporting a long term peace in Syria? What steps are being taken toward that?
A. We are encouraging peace, but we are also addressing the immediate need to support refugees.

Maksym Nalvaiko/National News Agency of Ukraine:

Q. What about funding for refugees (internally displaced peopie in Ukraine), any plans?
A. MINE clarified and acknowledged question, and deferred to departmental officials for follow-up.

ADM EGM conducted follow-up on-site and responded that the relationship between the two governments

(Canada and Ukraine) is ongoing, strong, and a good partnership. She indicated there was no announcement
related to Ukrainian IDPs forthcoming today. He was invited to follow up.

Thank you, d
Jocelyn
Jocelyn Sweet me

Spokesperson, Media Relations | Porte-parole, Relations avec les meédias (LC
Jocelyn.sweet@international.gc.ca

Telephone | Téléphone (343) 203-1697

Global Affairs Canada | Affaires mondiales Canada
Government of Canada | Gouvernement du Canada

D .7 Global Affairs  Affaires mondlales
i Canada Canada
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Wednesday 16 Nov — MINE UNRWA

Bonjour a tous. Good afternoon everyone.

Ma priorite, a titre de ministre du
Développement international, est de m’assurer
que l'aide canadienne soit dirigée vers les
personnes les plus pauvres et les plus
dic

Les réfugiés palestiniens en Syrigff ﬁ

vulnérables.

n, en
Cisjordanie, a Gaza - et patfculiérement les
femmes et les enfants — font partie de ces

personnes les plus vulnérables.

En effet, ce sont cing millions et demi de
réfugiés qui font face a des besoins criants,
notamment en matiére de services de santé et

d’éducation.
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C’est une réalité. Et le Canada ne peut pas
fermer les yeux face a cette situation. Comme
tous nos allies du G7, nous avons un role a
jouer.

C’est pourguoi aujourd’hui, annonce que le
Canada accorde 20 millions $ a I'Office de

Jia

— plus communément appelé UNRWA — pour

secours et de travaux des Nations Unies
les réfugiés de Palestine dans le Reé

soutenir son mandat.

Le Canada versera aussi 5 millions $ a I'appel
humanitaire d’'urgence d'UNRWA — un fonds
spécial destiné a venir en aide aux réfugiés
palestiniens directement touchés par le conflit

syrien.
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Palestinian refugees in Syria, in Lebanon, in the
West Bank and Gaza — especially women and
children - are among the most vulnerable
people. And they face increasing challenges.
Canada cannot ignore this fact — We have a role
to play.

Today, | am announcing that Canada is
providing $20 million to the Uniteds
and Works Agency for Palestin@Refugees —
known as UNRWA - to support its mandate to
deliver essential and critical health and

education services.
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Canada is also committing 5M dollars to
UNRWA'’s emergency appeal - a special fund
designed to help Palestinian refugees that have
been directly impacted by the war in Syria. This

includes those inside Syria and in Lebanon.

Canada is aware that UNRWA has faced
allegations on controversial issues, such as

neutrality wolatlons Some of them are ba éa‘
facts and have been add-r'essed
simply unfounded.

This is a challenging region of the world.
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So, rather than simply turning our back and
walking away from our responsibilities - and to
ensure that aid reaches the people who need it
the most - our government has taken the time to
engage with UNRWA and negotiated a more
robust oversight and reporting mechanism.

This enhanced accountability will incldde‘:

&
- ongoing oversight and regular site visit#‘d

- a systematic screening proc A
senior staff with financial aithorities

- strong anti-terrorism provisions in funding
agreements

- and training for UNRWA staffers on

neutrality and proper use of social media.
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Canada’s active participation in UNRWA's
governance also gives us the opportunity to
provide leadership influence and engagement
on key issues. One thing is sure — as a member
of UNRWA'’s executive board, Canada will
remain vigilant.

Pour nous assurer que notre aide atteigne les o
ion

o

de compte et de surveillance befit oup plus

personnes qui en ont vraiment besoin, nous

avons mis en place un mecanism

stricte que celui du gouvernement préceédent.
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Ce mécanisme comprendra:

- des vérifications et des visites sur le terrain

- des contrbles de sécurité rigoureux du
personnel ’UNRWA ayant des pouvoirs
financiers

- et des provisions anti-terroristes, comme

partout ot nous ceuvrons au Moyen-Orient.

gio

Le Canada va également coniribuer a la

formation du personnel d’UNRW
sur la neutralité et la bonne utili§ation des

medias sociaux.

A0458484_12-000012



8

L'aide du Canada va apporter un appui direct a
plus de 5.5 millions de réfugiés. Elle donnera
acces a une éducation de qualité a 500 000
jeunes réfugiés palestiniens dans les 685 écoles
administrées par UNRWA. Notre aide va fournir
des services de santé essentiels a des milliers

de Palestiniens dans 137 cliniques médicales.

Jio

lavant des valeurs de tolérance ©t'de respect

Je préfere de loin voir les jeunes réfugies

palestiniens dans des écoles qui e
gue de les voir dans la rue. L’éducation est I'un

des outils les plus puissants pour assurer une

plus grande stabilité dans la région.
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Canada’s assistance will directly support more
than 5 and a half million refugees. It will provide
access to quality education to 500 000 young
Palestinian refugees in 685 schools
administered by UNRWA. It will help provide
essential health services to thousands of

Palestinian refugees.

&
| want young Palestinians in schools where a‘d
have the opportunity to learn abopeo
tolerance and respect. Not in th€ Streets.

Education is essential for greater stability in the

region.
Vulnerable Palestinians youth deserve all the

opportunities to contribute positively to their
communities. - Thank you.
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News Release

News release
For immediate release

Minister Bibeau announces new funding to support the needs of
vulnerable Palestinian refugees

November 16, 2016 - Ottawa, Ontario - Global Affairs Canada
The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of International Devélopm_e‘nt and
La Francophonie, today announced funding to support education, health and

social services for millions of vulnerable Palestinian refugees, as well as urgent
humanitarian assistance.

Canada is prowdmg $20 million to the United Nations Relief and Works
for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) to help increase access to these essen ‘

services. Canada is also committing $5 million to UNRWA's emer
for Palestinian refugees impacted by the crisis in Syria and

These contributions will help approximately 5.5 millio ian refugees—
particularly women and children—receive the assist@hce they need, including
access to health care and the opportunity to go to school.

With this funding, Canada joins all other G7 countries in supporting UNRWA's
efforts to meet the ever increasing needs of Palestinian refugees, assists in
providing basic services for vulnerable people, and contributes to stability in the
region.

It is critically important to the government of Canada that development aid is
used for its intended purpose and that it reaches those in greatest need. As
such, there will be enhanced due diligence applied to UNRWA funding. Today’s
funding is accompanied by a very robust oversight and reporting framework,
which includes regular site visits and strong anti-terrorism provisions. A
proportion of Canadian funding will also be used to expand training for staff on
the proper and neutral use of social media.

Canada’s support for Palestinian refugees is reinforced by its international
leadership to provide humanitarian assistance to the poorest and most
vulnerable.

=0

Canada
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Quotes

“Millions of Palestinian refugees across the Middie East have the right to
receive basic services such as health care and to send their children to
school. We want to see Palestinian refugee children in classrooms where
they can learn universal values of tolerance and respect. Vulnerable
Palestinians deserve all the opportunities they can to contribute positively
to their communities and Canada’s funding will help to better the lives of
millions of refugees.”

- Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of International Development and La
Francophonie

Quick facts
o UNRWA is the only UN agency mandated to provide services to Palestinian

refugees. Palestinian refugees do not receive any services from other
United Nations agencies.

= UNRWA receives broad international support as all other G7 counttj
the agency.

e Prior to 2012, Canada had been a consistent contributor to
its creation in 1949. '

e Canada’s $20 million announcement will contrib ing basic
education for approximately half a million Palesti ee girls and
boys in 685 schools, operating 137 primary he@lth*care facilities and
supporting refugee women through 61 program centres.

» Canada’s $5 million contribution to UNRWA’s humanitarian appeal for the
Syria regional crisis will help provide emergency life-saving assistance to
more than 450,000 Palestinian refugees affected by the conflict in Syria
and surrounding region.

Related products

s Backgrounder - Support for vulnerable Palestinian refugees
Associated links

» Canadian policy on key issues in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

o Development web page - West Bank and Gaza
e Canada’s response to the conflict in Syria
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Contacts

Bernard Boutin
Press Secretary

Office of the Minister of International Development and La Francophonie
343-203-5977

bernard.boutin@international.gc.ca

Media Relations Office

Global Affairs Canada

343-203-7700

media@international.gc.ca

Follow us on Twitter: @CanadaDev

Like us on Facebook: Canada's international development - Global Affairs
Canada '
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Canada is also committing $5 million to UNRWA'’s emergency appeal
for Palestinian refugees impacted by the Syria regional crisis, building
on Canada’s commitment of humanitarian, development and security
assistance in response to the Syria crisis. Palestinian refugees have
been severely and disproportionately affected by the ongoing crisis in
Syria, facing starvation, violence, displacement and often living under
dire living conditions within conflict zones. Canada’s contribution will
help to provide urgent humanitarian assistance, including food, water,

health care, and education in an emergency context. ,

UNRWA operates in a volatile environment providing basic services
including health, education, social services, and humanitarian
assistance, to over 5.5 million Palestinian refugees in fi
Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. UNRWA
employees and is the only United Nations organiz ated to
provide assistance to Palestinian refugees. Unli r refugees
worldwide, Palestinian refugees do not receive services from the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

0

UNRWA receives broad financial support, including substantial funding
from the United States, the United Kingdom, and the European Union.
For the past several years, UNRWA has faced a significant funding
shortfall as a result of growing needs.

Education is fundamental to helping each child achieve his or her full
potential; UNRWA operates 685 elementary, preparatory and
secondary schools, providing access to quality education to nearly
500,000 Palestinian refugee students.

Canada’s support for UNRWA aligns with Canada’s humanitarian
agenda and leadership role on refugees. It also aligns with Canada’s
foreign policy objectives regarding Israel and Palestinians, which
include improving stability and security in the Middle East. Canada is
committed to the goal of a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in
the Middle East, including the creation of a Palestinian state living side
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