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May 24, 2012 

The Honorable Susan E. Rice 
United States Pennanent Representative to the United Nations 

Dear Madam Ambassador: 
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We write to request that the U.S. publicly and strongly oppose the proposed two-year 
extension ofNavanethem Pillay's term as United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
and take the necessary steps to defeat this re-appointment at the UN General Assembly. 

During her service as High Commissioner, Ms. Pillay has displayed repeated inaction 
with respect to human rights abuses, while engaging in biased efforts against Israel and other 
Western democracies. 

For example, High Commissioner Pillay failed to speak out in protest of the Syrian 
regime's human rights violations until it began murdering protestors in the streets last year. In 
fact, from the beginning of High Commissioner Pillay's term in September 2008 to June 2010, 
she failed to publicly criticize even once the human rights record ofrogue regimes like Belarus, 
Cuba, North Korea, Sudan, or Syria. 

High Co1mnissioner Pillay also has often failed to offer support for human rights 
activists. Most prominently, when she was invited to attend the Nobel Peace Prize award 
ceremony for Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo by Mr. Liu's representative, Yang Jianli, High 
Commissioner Pillay refused to attend, disingenuously insisting that she was not invited by the 
Nobel organizers themselves. In contrast, she did find the time to headline an event last year co­
sponsored by a Qaddafi front group, Nord-Sud XXI. And when UN Watch, a UN monitoring 
and human rights advocacy organization, was barred from attending the Durban II conference 
last year, Ms. Pillay failed to speak out. 

High Commissioner Pillay also has repeatedly demonstrated bias against the State of 
Israel, the democratic homeland of the Jewish people. She deemed Israel responsible for 
"egregious violations of human rights" in Operation Cast Lead before any inquiry had been 
undertaken on that operation, and then endorsed the infamous Goldstone Report, stating, "I lend 
my full support to Justice Goldstone's report and its recommendations." Goldstone himself has 
since recanted the central finding of his report, but Ms. Pillay has made no apologies or 
retractions. 
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High Commissioner Pillay also championed the UN's anti-Israel Durban II conference. 
In addition to serving as Durban II's secretary-general, Ms. Pillay publicly criticized the U.S. and 
other nations who boycotted Durban II, almost never publicly criticized the rogue regimes who 
hijacked Durban II, and dismissed objections to Durban II by NGOs as 'ferocious, and often 
distorted, criticism by certain lobby groups focused on single issues.' She also sought to 
downplay the hate that tarnished Durban I and praised Durban I's anti-Israel Durban Declaration. 

High Commissioner Pillay' s more recent record on Israel has been no better. While the 
Obama Administration has sought, unsuccessfully, to eliminate the UN Human Rights Council's 
pe1manent agenda item targeting Israel for criticism-the Council's only agenda item singling 
out a specific country-Ms. Pillay has repeatedly defended that anti-Israel agenda item. Just last 
month, Ms. Pillay slandered Israel by including it on a list of countries restricting the activities of 
human rights organizations. Israel was the only free democracy included on that list. And the 
Israeli government has recently severed its relationship not only with the Human Rights Council 
but with Ms. Pillay's office as well, stating that the Council and Pillay's office "have become a 
political tool and a convenient platform, cynically used to advance certain political aims, to bash 
and demonize Israel." 

High Commissioner Pillay's selectivity towards Israel extends to other Western 
democracies. For example, she questioned the legality of the Obama Administration's killing of 
Osama bin Laden and accused Australia of racism for its refugee policies and treatment of 
minorities. We wish that Ms. Pillay had dedicated more time to condemning human rights 
violations by rogue regimes, and less to dubious criticism of free democracies. 

As you know, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon recently requested that the UN 
General Assembly extend High Commissioner Pillay's term by two years, and a vote on the 
extension is expected imminently. Unfortunately, High Commissioner Pillay's performance in 
office does not warrant an extension of her term. We again respectfully request that the 
Administration publicly and strongly o ose any extension for High Co1mnissioner Pillay and 
seek to defeat it at the neral bly. Thank you for your consideration of our request. 
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