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The Honorable Marco Rubio The Honorable Mike Waltz

United States Secretary of State Representative to the United Nations
Department of State U.S. Mission to the UN

2201 C Street NW 799 United Nations Plaza
Washington, D.C. 20520 New York, NY 10017

Dear Secretary Rubio and Ambassador Waltz,

[ write to urge the Administration to take action regarding additional United Nations
Special Rapporteurs by conducting a review to examine whether any should be sanctioned for
abusing their UN mandates to advance campaigns that target the United States and its allies.

Malign conduct by numerous of these UN Human Rights Council appointees, known
collectively as “UN human rights experts” or “the Special Procedures,” was exposed in the
recent report by UN Watch, From Watchdogs to Ideologues.! Among other alarming findings,
the report documents how these UN mandate-holders have been promoting an extremist
ideology, including an anti-American, anti-Western, and anti-Israel political agenda, subverting
the human rights they are pledged to protect.

The report also raises serious concerns that many of these UN experts have accepted
significant funding from U.S. adversaries, including China and Russia, while using the authority
and credibility of the UN system to attack American policy, undermine the national security of
the United States and Israel, and deflect scrutiny from authoritarian regimes.

Last year, the Administration established an important precedent when, pursuant to
Executive Order 142032 signed by President Trump on February 6, 2025, it sanctioned Francesca
Albanese. UN affiliation can no longer shield individuals from accountability when they misuse
their positions to harm the United States and our allies. This principle should now be applied to
other Special Rapporteurs as appropriate.

' From Watchdogs to Ideologues, UN Watch (May 2026), https://unwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/From-
Watchdogs-to-ldeologues.pdf.

* Executive Order 14203—Imposing Sanctions on the International Criminal Court, Administration of Donald J.
Trump (February 6, 2025), https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-202500234/pd/DCPD-202500234.pdf.
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Among those that warrant review:

e Ben Saul, the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights While Countering Terrorism, has
repeatedly used his mandate to undermine U.S. counterterrorism policy. He has
repeatedly called for the arrest of President Trump and Secretary Hegseth for “mass
murder.” Saul has denounced the U.S. killing of a senior Al-Qaeda leader as
“unlawful.”* He deemed the U.S. drone strike on Qasem Soleimani illegal.® He criticized
America’s designation of the Houthis as a Foreign Terrorist Organization.’ He defended
the PFLP-linked Addameer despite U.S. sanctions on the group.” Speaking at the UN
Human Rights Council in March, Saul accused the U.S. of “naked aggression and
renewed imperialism against Iran and Venezuela,” while he simultaneously praised

~ Somalia as a “responsible state” that “is committed to strengthening human rights.”®
Saul’s office received $150,000 in funding from the Chinese government’, after which he
failed to issue any statements on China’s persecution of the Uyghurs, an issue falling
squarely under his mandate. '

e Tlaleng Mofokeng, the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health, has demonstrated a
pattern of anti-American hostility and ideological extremism, including by labeling
President Trump a “fascist,”!! endorsing claims that the U.S. is “occupying” Haiti,'> and
branding American foreign aid as “neocolonialism.”’® While frequently accusing Israel of
“genocide,”" Mofokeng has stated that “Hamas are not terrorists,” and endorsed “the
legitimacy of armed struggle.”!> Her first response after the October 7th massacre was to
justify the violence by Hamas, writing that “’you cannot extinguish the human desire for
freedom.”'® Mofokeng has repeatedly turned a blind eye to abuses by the world’s worst

y @profbensaul, X (December 1, 2025, 9:13 PM), https://x.com/profbensaul/status/1995677768047333451.

4 @profbensaul, X (August 17,2022, 7:01 PM), https://x.com/profbensaul/status/1560039112077623296.

> @profbensaul, X (July 6, 2020, 6:38 PM), https://x.com/profbensaul/status/1280270005343358976.

6 @profbensaul, X (January 11,2021, 6:01 PM), https:/x.com/profbensaul/status/1348766968543735810.

; @profbensaul, X (November 10, 2025, 5:20 AM), https:/x.com/profbensaul/status/1987827766616846389.

4 @UNWatch, X (March 17, 2026, 4:49 PM), https:/x.com/UNWatch/status/2033918733693997279.

® A/HRC/58/70/Add. 1 Facts and figures with regard to the special procedures in 2024, OHCHR,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/reports/ahrc5870add | -facts-and-figures-regard-special-procedures-2024.
' Special Rapporteur on counter-terrorism and human rights, OHCHR, https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-
procedures/sr-terrorism. '

! @drtlaleng, X (November 23, 2025, 4:22 AM), https:/x.com/drtlaleng/status/1992539342297030779.

1> @drtlaleng, X (June 25, 2024, 2:54 PM), https:/x.com/drtlaleng/status/1805706076974989542.

13 @drtlaleng, X (February 8, 2025, 5:40 AM), https://x.com/drtlaleng/status/1888191197396492770.

" @UNISPAL, X (March 24, 2025, 1:12 PM), https://x.com/UNISPAL/status/1904249873370603536; @drtlaleng,
X (January 18, 2025, 7:07 PM), https://x.com/drtlaleng/status/1880784235398857215; @drtlaleng, X (May 11,
2025, 9:48 AM), https://x.com/drtlaleng/status/1921593210838655050.

'S @HillelNeuer, X (January 22, 2025, 4:23 PM), https://x.com/Hille[Neuer/status/1882192284374233157.

' @dbrtlaleng, X (October 17, 2023, 2:08 PM), https://x.com/drtlaleng/status/1714372710371835906.




abusers of human rights. For example, she has never condemned Cuba’s horrendous
state-sponsored health system, and its notorious practice of sending doctors to work
abroad to profit the regime, all of which has inflicted great harm upon its population.!’
On the contrary, Mofokeng venerated Cuba’s Che Guevara, amplifying his claim that the
United States is “the perpetrator of exploitation and oppression against the peoples of the
world,” and affectionately referring to him as “Grandfather.”!®

® Reem Alsalem, the Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, has used her
mandate to repeatedly dismiss or minimize Hamas’s atrocities on October 7th. In
November 2025, Alsalem asserted that “No independent investigation found that rape
took place on October 7,”!” despite a 2024 UN report documenting the crime.?? In April
2026, she doubled down on denying that Hamas committed rape on October 7th —
calling it “misinformation” to “justify the genocide against Palestinians.”?' At the same
time, Alsalem declared that even the gravest terms in human rights discourse —
“genocide,” “Holocaust,” “war crime,” and “forced starvation” — are inadequate to
capture the “sheer depravity and heinousness™ of Israel’s actions.*?

® George Katrougalos, the Independent Expert on Democratic and Equitable International
Order, uses his UN mandate to question whether democracy is a “universal value and the
only legitimate form of government.”?* Katrougalos has repeatedly supported
authoritarian regimes. In November 2025, he traveled to Tehran to meet with Deputy
Foreign Minister Kazem Gharibabadi, lamenting purported American and Israeli
“crimes” against the Iranian regime.?* In January 2025, he met with the Cuban
dictatorship’s Miguel Diaz-Canel?’ before condemning the U.S. for re-designating Cuba
as a state sponsor of terrorism.?® In June 2025, Katrougalos praised Chinese dictator Xi

17 Special Rapporteur on the right to health, OHCHR, https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-health.

Lk @drtlaleng, X (May 23, 2024, 1:45 PM), https://x.com/drtlaleng/status/1793730067077501 163.

9 N rapporteur claims no independent probe found evidence of Oct. 7 sexual assault despite UN report, The
Jerusalem Post (November 135, 2025), https://www.ipost.com/israel-news/article-873910.

X Mission report: Official visit of the Office of the SRSG-SVC to Israel and the occupied West Bank, 29 January —
14 February 2024, Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in
Conflict (March 4, 2024), https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/report/mission-
report-official-visit-of-the-office-of-the-srsg-sve-to-israel-and-the-occupied-west-bank-29-january- 14-february-
2024/20240304-Israel-oWB-CRSV-report.pdf.

o @UNWatch, X (April 27, 2026, 1:03 PM), https://x.com/UNWatch/status/204881025711620951775=20.

2 @UNSRVAW, X (April 6, 2025, 3:38 AM), https://x.com/UNSRVA W/status/1908786443880653 155.

 Report of the Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order, George
Katrougalos, UN Doc. A/HRC/57/49, Human Rights Council (August 5, 2024),
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/a24/130/86/pdf/g2413086.pdf.

HUS, Israeli crimes threaten world peace, destabilize global system: Iran's deputy FM, Press TV (November 16,
2025), https://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2025/11/16/758904/Iran-US-Israel-undermine-international-law.

2 @gkatr, X (February 3, 2025, 6:13 AM), https://x.com/gkatr/status/ 1 886372464772468924.

26 (@BrunoRguezP, X (February 7, 2025, 6:48 AM), https://x.com/BrunoRguezP/status/18878306864 19066923,




Jinping’s “vision of openness and dialogue™” — in the same year that his office received
$100,000 from the Chinese government.?® There has been no accounting or transparency
on how he used the Chinese funds.

e Ashwini K.P., the Special Rapporteur on Racism, decided to devote one of her annual
visits to investigate the United States, resulting in a scathing report that accused the U.S.
of “systemic racism”™ and “white supremacy” rooted in “settler-colonialism” and the
“slave trade.”® Ashwini’s report sought to undermine U.S. immigration enforcement,
likening it to “chattel slavery,” while condemning the U.S. for “aggressively

externalizing and militarizing its borders.™"

The record demonstrates that this is not a matter of isolated misconduct. Rather, it reflects a
broader pattern in which UN mandate holders have exploited the credibility and authority of their
offices to advance extremist ideologies and political agendas completely at odds with the
principles of impartiality, universality, and independence that are meant to define the UN human
rights system.

Moreover, as recently documented by UN Watch, each of the mandate holders identified
above has engaged in conduct substantially similar to that which led to the designation of
Francesca Albanese under Executive Order 14203, including active cooperation with, support
for, and advocacy on behalf of efforts by the International Criminal Court to investigate,
prosecute, and secure arrest warrants against Israeli officials.’! They have signed submissions
urging the ICC to expedite arrest warrants against Israeli leaders, called for additional ICC
investigations, publicly defended the Court's arrest warrants against Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and former Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, urged states to cooperate with and
enforce those warrants, and opposed U.S. measures designed to protect American and allied
interests from politically motivated ICC action.??

Accordingly, we urge the Administration to conduct a comprehensive review of these
individuals and to consider all appropriate measures available to address the conduct described
above. Whether under existing authorities or additional measures the Administration may

T Greek edition of 'Xi Jinping: The Governance of China' launched in Athens, The People’s Republic of China
(November 20, 2025), https:/english.www.gov.cn/news/202511/20/content WS691e5 1dec6d00ca5t9a07ae3.html.
8 Facts and figures with regard to the special procedures in 2025, UN Doc. A/HRC/61/66/Add.1, Human Rights
Council (March 17, 2026), https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/6 [/66/Add. 1.

2 Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
related intolerance on her visit to the United States of America, UN Doc. A/THRC/56/68/Add. |, Human Rights
Council (May 16, 2024), https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/56/68/Add. |

30 11

AU Officials Engaging with the ICC, UN Watch (June 10, 2026), https://unwatch.org/u-n-officials-engaging-
with-the-icc/.
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determine are warranted, those who exploit the authority of a UN mandate to advance politically
motivated campaigns against the United States and its allies should not enjoy immunity from
scrutiny or consequences.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. I look forward to your response.
- Sincerely,
J IA);QMVJ

JOE WILSON
Member of Congress

CC: The Honorable Jeff Bartos, Representative of the United States of America to the United Nations,

UN Management and Reform
CC: The Honorable Scott Bessent, U.S. Secretary of Treasury



